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This memorandum describes the results of a study on 
electronic educational information dissemination and broadcast 
services in the United States. Included are detailed discussions of 
the historical development and current infrastructure (both m terms 
of organization and physical plant) of the following services: 
educational radio and television broadcasting, instructions . 

television fixed services (ITFS) , information ret leva 1 (dial access) 
television, and closed-circuit, responsive, and cable television. The 
creation of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Public 
Broadcasting Service, and National Public Radio nave made it possible 
to develop a national base and goals for nationwide coverage. These 
organizations have set forth their requirements in response to the 
recent filing of proposals with the Federal Communications Commission 
by eight organizations for owning and operating domestic satellite 
systems. After reviewing these requirements, the authors have set 
forth potential long-haul telecommunications requirements for public 
television and radio distribution. An appendix s JJ** ri **f jjj. f __ 
features of the eight proposals and comments on their ^suitability for 
meeting the requirements of public broadcasting. (Author/JK) 
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SUMMARY 



This memorandum describes the results of a study conducted on electron! 
educational information dissemination and broadcast ^services in the Unite 
States. Included are detailed discussions of the historical development 
and current infrastructure, both in terms of organization and physical 
plant, of the following services: educational radio broadcasting, 

educational television broadcasting, Instructional Television Fixed 
Services (ITFS), Information Retrieval (Dial Access) Television (IRTv), 
Closed-Circuit Television, Responsive Television and Cable Television. 

All of the information dissemination and broadcast services described 
herein can currently be characterized as providing one-way transfer of 
information on a point-to-multi point basis with the population of the 
receiving terminals being independent of the transmitter or origination 
point within the coverage area* 

In the United States, a variety of electronic educational information 
dissemination and broadcast services have developed, reflecting the local 
character of U. S, education and a lack of resources and organization 
vis-a-vis commercial broadcasting. A series of maps have been plotted 
which indicate that these services, which include both intra- and inter- 
state television networks, are not distributed uniformly over the entire 
U. S. Certain areas— such as Alaska, the Rocky Mountain States and to 
some extent Appalachia— generally characterized as remote or rural areas, 
tend to have a dearth of services. 

Public television and radio, representing one segment of electronic 
educational. Information dissemination and broadcast services, have In 
recent years developed a national organizational and networking base as 
well as goals for nationwide coverage. The creation of the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting, the Public Broadcasting Service and National 
Public Radio have made it possible to develop this capability. These 
organizations have set forth their requirements in response to the recent 
filing of proposals with the Federal Communications Commissi on by eight 
organizations for owning and operating U. S. domestic satellite systems. 
After reviewing these requirements, and after considering key issues 
such as regional versus national versus special programming, we have set 
forth potential long-haul telecommunications requirements for public 
television and radio distribution. An Appendix to this memorandum 
summarizes the key features of the eight U. S. domestic satellite 
proposals and comments on the suitability of these proposals for meeting 
the requirements of public broadcasting. 
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